
Autumn 1 Spring Summer 

      NB: In N1, N2 & Rec, Communication & Language objectives have been included in (italic brackets)   Italic NC objectives are non-NC objectives that relate 
historical enquiry   

  
 

 History Non-negotiable Knowledge & Skill Progression 

History Key Skills: reflect, analyse, use, order, plot, link identify, discuss, relate, describe, explain, compare 

 N1 N2 Rec Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 End Point 

NC/EYFS 
Objective 

• Make connections between the 
features of their family and other 
families.  
• Notice differences between people. 
Start to develop conversation, often 
jumping from topic to topic. 
Recognise and point to objects if asked 
about them 

• Understand simple questions about 
‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ (but 
generally not ‘why’). 

• Begin to make sense of 
their own life-story and 

family’s history 

• Use a wider range of 
vocabulary. 

• Understand the past through 
settings, characters and 

events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling 
ELG 

• Know some similarities and 
differences between things in 
the past and now, drawing on 
their experiences and what 
has been read in class ELG 

• Comment on images of familiar 

situations in the past. 

• Ask questions to find out more 
and to check they understand 
what has been said to them. 

• understand some of the 
ways in which we find out 

about the past and identify 
different ways in which it 
is represented 

• understand some of the 
ways in which we find 

out about the past and 
identify different ways 
in which it is 
represented 

• construct informed responses 
that involve thoughtful 

selection and organisation of 
relevant historical 
information. 

• understand how our 
knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of 
sources 

• construct informed responses 
that involve thoughtful 

selection and organisation of 
relevant historical information. 
understand how our knowledge 
of the past is constructed from a 
range of sources 

• understand how our knowledge 
of the past is constructed from a 
range of sources 

• construct informed responses 
that involve thoughtful 

selection and organisation of 
relevant historical 
information. 

• understand how our 
knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of 
sources 

• construct informed 
responses that involve 

thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant 
historical information. 

• understand how our 
knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range 
of sources 

  To be able to 
explain what 

historical evidence 
is.  

 

To be able to 
select reliable 

sources 
appropriately 
and use them 
to learn about 

the past.  

Theme/Term 

Ongoing each term Ongoing each term Ongoing each term 

Nurturing Nurses 
Transport & 

Travel in the past 
The Stone, Bronze & 

Iron Age 
The Ancient Maya Ancient Greece WW1 & WW2 

Toys Kings & Queens 
The Ancient 

Egyptians 
The Anglo Saxons The Vikings Local History: 

Victorians 

Significant 
Explorers 

Beatrix Potter 
Ancient Rome & the 
Romans in Britain 

Railways Tudors Whitehaven & St 
Bees History 

Key Concept • Name family members in a 
photography 

• Explore objects as part of 
sensory play 

• Identify older and younger 
family members in a photo 

• Name family member titles 
e.g. mum, grandma 

• Retell what their 
parents have told them 
about their lives so far 

• Retell simple events 
from members of their 
family’s lives. 

• Retell in detail events 
from the past that 
relate to their family’s 
history 

• Know that you can speak to 
people about events in the 
past 

• Use pictures and videos to 
find out about the past 

• Talk about places from the 
past that they have visited 

• Ask questions to find out 
more and check their 
understanding 

• Know that we can find 
out about the past by 
talking to people, 
looking at books, 
watching videos, 
looking at objects, 
visiting places etc 

• Use & handle artefacts 
from the past to learn  

• start to compare two 
versions of past events 
(Explorers) 

• Know that historical 
artefacts can survive 
for hundreds and 
thousands of years 

• explain that there 
are different types of 
evidence and 
sources, such as 
photographic and 
written, that can be 
used to help 
represent the past. 

• observe or handle 
evidence to find 
answers to simple 
questions about the 
past on the basis of 
simple observations 

 

• Make links between 
several different sources 
of information giving us 
the same information 

• Know what an 
archaeologist does 

• Discuss which sources of 
evidence give the best 
information about the 
past and why 

 

• Analyse a range of historical 
sources, making thoughtful 

observations about what 
they find 

• Begin to know the difference 
between primary and 
secondary sources 

• Know the difference between 
primary and secondary 

sources 

• use a wide range of 
different evidence to collect 

evidence about the past, 
such as ceramics, pictures, 
documents, printed 

sources, posters, online 
material, photographs, 

artefacts, historic statues, 
figures, sculptures, historic 
sites.  

• consider different ways of 
checking the accuracy of 
interpretations of the past 

• Understand that not 
all historical 
evidence can be 
reliable  

• Select the most 
reliable source of 
information 

• Show an awareness of 
propaganda 

• Know the importance 
of using a range of 
reliable sources to 
gather information 

• Identify whether a 
source is reliable or 
biased 

Historical 
Evidence 

 
Primary and 

secondary sources 
that teach us 

about the past 

  

NC/EYFS 
Objective 

• Make connections between the 
features of their family and other 
families.  
• Notice differences between people. 
Listen to simple stories and understand 
what is happening, with the help of 
the pictures. 
• Understand simple questions about 
‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ (but 
generally not ‘why’). 

• Begin to make sense of 
their own life-story and 
family’s history 

• Use a wider range of 

vocabulary. 

• • Be able to express a 
point of view and to 
debate when they disagree 
with an adult or a friend, 
using words as well as 
actions. 

• Know some similarities and 
differences between things in 
the past and now, drawing on 
their experiences and what 
has been read in class ELG 

• Understand how to listen 
carefully and why listening is 
important. 

• develop an awareness of 
the past, using common 
words and phrases relating 
to the passing of time 

• know where the people and 

events they study fit 
within a chronological 
framework and identify 
similarities and differences 
between ways of life in 
different periods 

• develop an awareness of 
the past, using common 
words and phrases 
relating to the passing of 
time 

• know where the people 
and events they study fit 
within a chronological 
framework and identify 
similarities and 
differences between 
ways of life in different 
periods 

• continue to develop a 
chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world 
history, establishing clear 

narratives within and across 
the periods they study  

• note connections, contrasts 
and trends over time and 
develop the appropriate use 
of historical terms 

• continue to develop a 
chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives 

within and across the periods 
they study  

• note connections, contrasts and 
trends over time and develop 
the appropriate use of historical 
terms 

• continue to develop a 
chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world 
history, establishing clear 

narratives within and across 
the periods they study  

• note connections, contrasts 
and trends over time and 
develop the appropriate use 
of historical terms 

• continue to develop a 
chronologically secure 
knowledge and 
understanding of British, 
local and world history, 

establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods they 
study  

• note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time and develop 
the appropriate use of 
historical terms 

  To be able to 
explain the term 

‘chronology’  
 

To be able to place 
significant events or 

people in the 
correct era. 

Theme/Term 

Ongoing each term Ongoing each term Ongoing each term 

Nurturing Nurses Transport & 
Travel in the past 

The Stone, Bronze & 
Iron Age 

The Ancient Maya Ancient Greece 
WW1 & WW2 

Toys Kings & Queens 
The Ancient 

Egyptians 
The Anglo Saxons The Vikings Local History: 

Victorians 

Significant 
Explorers 

Beatrix Potter 
Ancient Rome & the 
Romans in Britain 

Railways Tudors Whitehaven & St 
Bees History 

Key Concept • Talk about events that have 
happened in the past e.g. 
what they did at the 
weekend, a visit  

• Use simple language 
connected to here and now’ 

• Can turn pages in a book 

• Sequence 2 pictures of 
themselves  

• Look at and comment 
on images from the 
past 

• Begin to order days of 
the week. 

• Use the terms ‘today’, 
yesterday, ‘tomorrow’ 

• Identify members of their 
family who are older and 
younger 

• Know what the word ‘past’ 
means 

• Know the day that they were 
born happened in the past 

• Observe that birthdays in their 
class happen throughout the 
year 

• Can sequence events from a 

known story by reodering 
pictures and retelling the story 
in their own words, 

• Name some people who lived in 
the past 

• Name some events that 

happened in the past 
Be aware of and name key 
events throughout the year e.g. 
Christmas, summer holidays etc 

• Use the words older, 
younger, order, past, 
present, future and 
years ago 
appropriately 

• Recognise that things 
change over time 

• Know that some 
events repeat but 
that they still 
happened in the past  
e.g Remembrance 
Day 

• Understand what a 
timeline is 

• Name some 
significant people and 

significant events that 
lived or happened in 

the past 

• Order significant 
events in their lives 

• Know that the 
monarchs of the 
British Royal family 
came in an order 

 
 

 

• Use and explain the term 
prehistoric 

• understand that a 
timeline can be divided 
into BC (Before Christ) 
and AD (Anno Domini). 

• Begin to notice the 
amount of time between 
events studied 

• Recognise that other 
events happened but that 
they are not studying 

them in detail at this point 

• sequence several events, 
artefacts or historical 
figures on a timeline 

using dates 
 

• sequence several events, 
artefacts or historical figures 

on a timeline using dates 
• Know that these times 

come after the ones 
studied in Y3 

• Begin to compare the 
amount of time between 
events studied 

• Know that some periods of 
history were short and some 

were long 
 

• Recall the periods of 
history that come 
before the ones 
studied in Y5 

• Know that some periods of 
history were short and 

some were long 
• order an increasing 

number of significant 
events, movements 
and dates on a 
timeline using dates 
accurately  

 

• Recall the 
periods of 
history that 
come before the 
ones studied in 
Y6 

• Begin to compare the 
amount of time 

between events 
studied 

• accurately use dates and 
terms to describe 

historical events; 
 

Chronology 
 

The arrangement 
of events in the 
order that they 

happened  
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NC/EYFS 
Objective 

• Make connections between the 
features of their family and other 
families.  

• Notice differences between 
people. 

• • Understand simple 
questions about ‘who’, 
‘what’ and ‘where’ (but 
generally not ‘why’). 

• Begin to make sense of 

their own life-story and 

family’s history 

• Use a wider range of 

vocabulary. 

• Know some similarities 
and differences between 
things in the past and 
now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has 
been read in class ELG 

• Comment on images of 
familiar situations in the 
past. 

• Develop social phrases. 

• changes within living 
memory. Where 
appropriate, these 
should be used to 
reveal aspects of 
change in national life  

• events beyond living 
memory that are 
significant nationally or 
globally (Mary Seacole, 
Florence Nightingale, 
Edith Cavell) 

• the lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements. Some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of 
life in different 
periods (George 
Stevenson, trains) 

• significant historical 
events, people and 
places in their own 
locality (Beatrix 
Potter) 

• the achievements of the 
earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and 
when the first 
civilizations appeared 
and a depth study of one 
of the following: Ancient 
Egypt  

• the Roman Empire and its 
impact on Britain 
 
 

• non-European society that 
provides contrasts with 
British history – one study 
chosen from:, Mayan 
civilization c. AD 900; 

• Britain’s settlement by 
Anglo-Saxons and Scots  

• a study of an aspect or 
theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 (Railways) 
 

• Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the Kingdom 
of England to the time of 
Edward the Confessor 

• a study of Greek life and 
achievements and their 
influence on the western 
world 
 
 

• a study of an aspect 
or theme in British 
history that extends 
pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066 (WW2) 
 

To be able to 
explain the term 

‘influence’ 
 

To be able to 
describe 

positive and 
negative 

influences 
through history 
and how some 
of them have 
impacted our 
society today. 

Theme/Term 

Ongoing each term Ongoing each term Ongoing each term Nurturing Nurses 

Transport & 
Travel in the past 

The Ancient 
Egyptians 

The Ancient Maya 
Ancient Greece WW1 & WW2 

Kings & Queens Ancient Rome & the 
Romans in Britain 

The Anglo Saxons 

The Vikings 
Local History: 

Victorians Beatrix Potter Railways 

Key Concept • Show interest in 
themselves and their 
own lives 

• Talk about family 
members 

• Use family names 
and describe them 

• Identify people who are 
older than them who 
help them. 

• Begin to make sensible 
choices based on 
information from others 
or their environment 

• Compare modern 
items to items from 
the past  

• Identify items that 
are similar now and 
in the past  

• Know that some 
events/roles that 
happened a long 
time ago still happen 
today  

• Reflect on why items 
are similar and 
different now to 
those in the past 
(toys) 

• Know the role of a 
King or Queen 

• Know what 
influence means 

• Describe how some 
people made 
positive changes in 
the past (monarchs 
& Beatrix Potter) 

• Explain some of 
those changes that 
are still around 
today (Links to 
Transport & Beatrix 
Potter, National 
Trust) 

• Know that influences 
can be good or bad 

• Begin to recognise 
how we have learnt 
from civilizations or 
achievements in the 
past  

• Link events in history 
that have directly 
influenced how we live 
today 

• identify that there are 
reasons for continuities 
and changes across 
periods of time and 
explain some of these 
(Saxons) 

• Analyse how people, 
places, technology and 
society can all be 
influenced by historic 
events 

• Compare how 
civilizations 
throughout 
history have 
influenced 
each other 

• Begin to 
discuss if 
events had a 
positive or 
negative 
influence 

• Analyse if events 
had a positive or 
negative influence 

• Know that some 
influences that in 
the past were 
considered 
positive, are now 
considered 
negative 

• Discuss the impact 
of positive and 
negative influences 
on society 

Influence 
 

To have an effect 
on the behaviour 
of someone else 

 

NC/EYFS 
Objective 

• Make connections between 
the features of their family 
and other families.  

• Notice differences 
between people. 

• • Understand simple 
questions about ‘who’, 
‘what’ and ‘where’ (but 
generally not ‘why’). 

• Begin to make sense 

of their own life-

story and family’s 

history 

• Use a wider range of 

vocabulary. 

• Comment on images of 
familiar situations in 
the past. 

• Compare and contrast 

characters from stories, 

including figures from 

the past. 

• changes within living 
memory. Where 
appropriate, these 
should be used to 
reveal aspects of 
change in national 
life  
 

• the lives of 
significant 
individuals in the 
past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements 

• changes in Britain 
from the Stone Age to 
the Iron Age  

• the achievements of 
the earliest 
civilizations – an 
overview of where 
and when the first 
civilizations appeared 
and a depth study of 
one of the following: 
Ancient Egypt; 

• the Roman Empire and 
its impact on Britain 

• non-European society 
that provides contrasts 
with British history – one 
study chosen from:, 
Mayan civilization c. AD 
900; 

• Britain’s settlement by 
Anglo-Saxons and Scots  

 

 

• Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to 
the time of Edward the 
Confessor 

• a study of Greek life 
and achievements and 
their influence on the 
western world 
 
 
 

• a local history 
study (St Bees & 
Whitehaven 
history) 
 

To be able to 
explain the term 

‘civilization’  
 

To be able to 
explain how 

civilizations have 
learnt from the one 
before it and how 

they have 
developed over 

time, sometimes at 
the expense of 

others. 

Theme/Term 

Ongoing each term Ongoing each term Ongoing each term Toys Kings & Queens 

The Stone, Bronze & 
Iron Age 

The Ancient Maya 
Ancient Greece WW1 & WW2 

The Ancient 
Egyptians 

The Anglo Saxons 

The Vikings 
Whitehaven & St 

Bees History Ancient Rome & the 
Romans in Britain 

Key Concept • Talk about their home 

• Name the people who live 
in their home 

• Know and understand 
the term ‘family’ 

• Know that families can 
be different 

• Know that they are part of 
the school community 

• Describe the area that they 
live in and know that they 
are not the only ones  

 
 
 

• Know that child in the 
past enjoyed playing 
with toys as they do 
today 

• Identify some 
similarities and 
differences between 
these toys 

• Compare how people 
lived in the past to how 
we live today 

• Know the royal family 
are part of British 
culture & history 

• Describe a significant 
family (royal family 
members past and 
present) 

• Compare how 
monarchs lived in the 
past to how we live 
today 

 
 
 

• Know and explain what 
the word ‘civilization’ 
means 

• Identify and describe 
some of the 
achievements of early 
civilizations 

 

• Describe the social and 
cultural approach by 
(ancient) civilizations 

• Draw comparisons between 
their own lives and that of 
ancient civilizations 

• Recognise that 
civilizations have 
advanced throughout 
history 

• Explain how one 
civilization can impact 
another 

• Reflect on & discuss 
aspects of history that 
have not been civilized 

• identify and note 
connections, contrasts 
and trends over time 
in the everyday lives of 
people 

 

Civilization 
 

Human, social 
and cultural 
living that is 

organised and 
advanced  
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NC/EYFS 
Objective 

• Make connections between the 
features of their family and other 
families.  

• Notice differences between 
people. 

• • Understand simple questions 

about ‘who’, ‘what’ and 
‘where’ (but generally not 
‘why’). 

• Begin to make sense of 
their own life-story and 
family’s history 

• Use a wider range of 

vocabulary. 

• Understand the past through 
settings, characters and 
events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling 
ELG 

• Know some similarities and 

differences between things in 
the past and now, drawing on 
their experiences and what 
has been read in class ELG 

• Comment on images of familiar 
situations in the past. 

• Compare and contrast 

characters from stories, 
including figures from the past. 

• events beyond living 
memory that are significant 
nationally or globally (Mary 
Seacole, Florence 
Nightingale, Edith Cavell) 

 

• the lives of significant 
individuals in the past 
who have contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements 

• significant historical 

events, people and 
places in their own 
locality 

• the achievements of the 
earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and when 
the first civilizations 
appeared and a depth study 
of one of the following: 
Ancient Egypt; 

• the Roman Empire and its 

impact on Britain 

• non-European society that 
provides contrasts with British 
history – one study chosen from:, 
Mayan civilization c. AD 900; 
 

 

• a study of an aspect or theme 
in British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 
(Tudors) 

• a study of Greek life and 

achievements and their 
influence on the western 
world 
 

• a local history study 
(Victoria Whitehaven) 

•  a study of an aspect or 

theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 (WW2) 
 

 

To be able to 
explain the term 

‘power’  
 

To be able to 
describe people 
who have sought 
power or acted 

powerfully 
throughout history. 
Explain why they 
have behaved like 
this and what the 

negative and 
positive impact of 
their actions were. 

Theme/Term 

Ongoing each term Ongoing each term Ongoing each term Nurturing Nurses 

Kings & Queens 
The Ancient 

Egyptians 
The Ancient Maya 

Ancient Greece 

WW1 & WW2 

Beatrix Potter 
Ancient Rome & the 
Romans in Britain 

The Vikings 

The Tudors 

Key Concept • Follow simple rules and 
instructions in order to 
keep them safe 

• Follow simple rules to play 
a game 

• Follows the sequential daily 
routine with adult support 

• Talk about rules they 
follow at home. 

• Follows the sequential 
daily routine with adult 
support 

• Explain the rules that they 
follow in school 

• Know that adults make the 
rules to keep them safe 

• Know that there are 
consequences if rules 
aren’t followed 

• Will independently follow 
some aspects of a familiar 
routine 

• Know that nurses 
helped soldiers during 
wars in the past 

 

• Link power with being 
brave and not always 
being physically 
strong (Beatrix 
Potter) 

• Describe how 
powerful actions can 
have a positive 
impact (Beatrix 
Potter) 

• Know that a King or 
Queen is a type of 
ruler 

• Know how the power 
of the royal family 
has changed over 
time 

• Explain what it means to 
be a ruler 

• Explain the term 
‘empire’ 

• Explain the terms 
‘invasion’ 

• Describe the power that 
some rulers had 

• Analyse why people 
wanted to have 
power/rule 

• Identify some powerful 
positions within civilisations  

• Compare rulers 
throughout history 

• Discuss why civilizations 
wanted to expand their 
empire/invade 

• Explain the terms 
‘invasion’ and ‘battle’ 

• Describe how power can 
bring about invasions and 
battles 

• Analyse how power can 
bring about positive and 
negative change 

 

• Describe how power 
can bring about 
invasions and battles 

• Analyse how power 
can bring about 
positive and negative 
change 

• understand and 
describe in some 
detail the main 
changes to an aspect 
of a period in history 

Power & Rule 
 

The ability to 
direct, rule or 
make decisions 
for a group of 

people or a 
country 

 

NC/EYFS 
Objective 

• Make connections between the 
features of their family and other 
families.  

• Notice differences between 
people. 

• •Understand simple 
questions about ‘who’, 
‘what’ and ‘where’ (but 
generally not ‘why’). 

• Listen to simple stories and 
understand what is 
happening, with the help of 
the pictures. 

• Begin to make sense of 

their own life-story and 

family’s history 

• Enjoy listening to 

longer stories and can 

remember much of 

what happens. 

• Use a wider range of 

vocabulary. 

• Understand the past 

through settings, characters 
and events encountered in 
books read in class and 
storytelling ELG 

• Know some similarities and 

differences between things 
in the past and now, 
drawing on their 
experiences and what has 
been read in class ELG 

• Comment on images of 

familiar situations in the 
past. 

• Compare and contrast 

characters from stories, 

including figures from the 

past. 

• Understand how to listen 

carefully and why listening is 

important. 

• Develop social phrases. 

• Listen to and talk about 

stories to build familiarity 

and understanding. 

• events beyond living 
memory that are 
significant nationally or 
globally  

• the lives of significant 
individuals in the past 
who have contributed 
to national and 
international 
achievements. Some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of life 
in different periods 

• events beyond living 
memory that are 
significant nationally 
or globally 

• the lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements. Some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of 
life in different 
periods 

• significant historical 
events, people and 
places in their own 
locality 

 

• the achievements of the 
earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and 
when the first 
civilizations appeared 
and a depth study of one 
of the following: Ancient 
Egypt; 

• changes in Britain from 
the Stone Age to the Iron 
Age  

• the Roman Empire and its 
impact on Britain 
 

• a study of an aspect or 
theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 (Railways) 

 

 

• a study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 (Tudors) 

• a study of Greek life and 
achievements and their 
influence on the western 
world (Olympics & 
democracy) 

 

• a study of an aspect 
or theme in British 
history that extends 
pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066 (WW2) 

• a local history study 
(Victorian 

Whitehaven) 

 

 
 

To be able to 
explain the term 

‘significant event’  
 

To be able to 
describe and 

compare some 
significant events 
throughout history 
and explain how 

they have impacted 
on society today. 

 

Theme/Term 

Ongoing each term Ongoing each term Ongoing each term 

Nurturing Nurses Transport & 
Travel in the past 

The Stone, Bronze & 
Iron Age 

Railways Ancient Greece 

WW1 & WW2 

Significant 
Explorers 

Ancient Rome & the 
Romans in Britain 

Local History: 
Victorians 

Key Concept • Talk about 
days/events/celebration 
in their family e.g. their 
birthday or a 
celebration 

• Can turn pages in a 
book 

• Role play events 
that have happened 
in their own lives 

• Begin to role play 
historical events 

 

• Describe a significant 
event that has happened in 
the past  

• Use books to retell events 
of the past did in their own 
words (e.g. Mary and 
Joseph in the Christmas 
story) 

• Explain why they were 
important and why people 
still know about them now 

• Commemorate 
Remembrance Day 
& the King’s birthdays 

• Use new vocabulary to 
describe historical events 

 

• Describe a greater 
number of past 
significant events 

• Relate really important 
events to being 
remembered for a long 
time 

• Make links to how we 
know about these 
events and how they 
have influenced 
modern day 

• Explain what the 
word ‘significant’ 
means 

• Describe how certain 
events had an impact 
on society 
(development of 
modes of transport) 

• Make links to how we 
use historical 
evidence to find out 
about historical 
events 

• Discuss how some 
events/places were so 
important that it’s 
considered they need to 
be known about 

• Explain the term 
‘empire’ 

• Explain the terms 
‘invasion’ 

• Explain why people may 
want to invade another 
country 

 

• Compare between historic 
and modern day 
events/methods 

• Explain how significant 
historic events influence 
how societies live today 

 

 

• identify historically 
significant events from 
a period of history and 
give some detail about 
what they did/what 
happened and what 
impact it had 

• Reflect on how 
society may have 
been different if 
certain events hadn’t 
happened 

• Explain the 
importance of 
preserving historic 
places/events for 
future generations 

• Discuss how modern 
day society uses 
events in history to 
learn from 

Significant Events 
 

Great or 
important event 
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NC/EYFS 
Objective 

• Make connections between the 
features of their family and other 
families.  

• Notice differences between 
people. 

• • Understand simple 
questions about ‘who’, 
‘what’ and ‘where’ (but 
generally not ‘why’). 

• Listen to simple stories and 
understand what is 
happening, with the help of 
the pictures. 

 

• Begin to make sense of 
their own life-story and 
family’s history 

• Enjoy listening to 
longer stories and can 
remember much of 
what happens. 

• Use a wider range of 
vocabulary. 

• Understand the past 
through settings, 
characters and events 
encountered in books 
read in class and 
storytelling ELG 

• Know some similarities 
and differences between 
things in the past and 
now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has 
been read in class ELG 

• Comment on images of 
familiar situations in the 
past. 

• Compare and contrast 
characters from stories, 
including figures from the 
past. 

• Understand how to listen 
carefully and why listening 
is important. 

• Listen to and talk about 
stories to build familiarity 
and understanding. 

 
 
 

• the lives of significant 
individuals in the past 
who have contributed 
to national and 
international 
achievements. Some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of life 
in different periods 
(The British Royal 
Family) 
 

• the lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements. Some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of 
life in different 
periods (George 
Stevenson) 

• significant historical 
events, people and 
places in their own 
locality(Beatrix 
Potter) 

• the achievements of the 
earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and 
when the first 
civilizations appeared 
and a depth study of one 
of the following: Ancient 
Egypt; (Tutankhamun) 

• the Roman Empire and its 
impact on Britain 
(Boudica) 

 

• a study of an aspect or 
theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 (Railways: 
Thomas Savery & James 
Watt) 

 

• a study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 (Tudors) 

• a study of Greek life and 
achievements and their 
influence on the western 
world (Alexander the 
Great) 

 

• a local history study  

• a study of an aspect 
or theme in British 
history that extends 
pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066 (Anne Frank) 

 

 
 
 

  To be able to 
explain the term 

‘significant people’  
 

To be able to 
describe and 

compare some 
significant people 
throughout history 
and explain how 

they have impacted 
on society today. 

  
 

Theme/Term 

Ongoing each term Ongoing each term Ongoing each term 

Nurturing Nurses 

Transport & 
Travel in the past 

The Ancient 
Egyptians 

Railways 

Ancient Greece WW1 & WW2 

Kings & Queens 
Ancient Rome & the 
Romans in Britain 

Tudors 

Local History: 
Victorians 

Significant 
Explorers 

Beatrix Potter 
Whitehaven & St 

Bees History 

Key Concept 
 

• Name family members in a 
photography 

• Can turn pages in a book 

• Identify older and younger 
family members in a photo 

• Name family member titles 
e.g. mum, grandma 

• Retell what their 
parents have told them 
about their lives so far 

• Retell simple events 
from members of their 
family’s lives. 

• Understand simple 
questions ‘who’ 

• Retell in detail events 
from the past that 
relate to their family’s 
history 

 

• Identify important people 
in their lives 

• Describe what they do 

• Explain why they are 
important 

• Use books to retell what 
people of the past did in 
their own words (e.g. Mary 
and Joseph in the 
Christmas story) 

• Know that some people 
become famous because 
they do amazing things 
that lots of people know 
about 

• Know and describe 
historical figures 
studied 

• Know that some people 
become famous 
because they do 
amazing things that 
lots of people know 
about 

• Explain what the 
word ‘significant’ 
means 

• Describe how certain 
people had an impact 
on society  

• Make links to how we 
use historical 
evidence to find out 
about historical 
people 

• Discuss why some people 
were so important that 
it’s considered they need 
to be remembered 

• Explain that some 
significant people are 
from the past and other 
significant people help us 
learn about the past 

• Explain how significant 
historic people influence 
how societies live today 

 

 

• Analyse how people’s 
actions can have a 
positive or negative 
impact on society 

• identify historically 
significant people from a 
period of history and give 
some detail about what 

they did/what happened 
and what impact it had 

• Reflect on how 
society may have 
been different if 
certain people hadn’t 
acted how they did 

• Discuss how modern-
day society uses 
actions from people 
in history to learn 
from 

Significant People 
 

Great or 
important people  

 
SEND Provision 

Suggested strategies to support children with SEND or any child who may be struggling to achieve the non-negotiable steps for each concept 

 

Historical Evidence 
 

Primary and secondary sources 
that teach us about the past  

 
 

 

Use familiar books and characters to support 
understanding of the past   
Visuals to support comparisons eg photos from 
own life   
Language scaffolds to support discussions  
Support with understanding of consequences of 
actions   
Visual timeline to support chronological 
understanding 
Use practical ways to represent the past – role 
play, pictures, videos etc.   
When comparing, ensuring resources contrast 
clearly to support   
Scaffold language to give reasons   
Word banks to support with technical vocabulary 
Use real-time examples to support understanding 
of concepts   
 
 

Chronology 
 

The arrangement of 
events in the order 
that they happened  

 

 

Visuals to support with sequencing   
Practical sequencing  
Scaffolds to support with timelines   
Continuous recaps of previous knowledge learnt to 
support with sequencing 
Visual timeline to support chronological 
understanding 
 

Civilization 
 

Human, social and 
cultural living that is 

organised and 
advanced 

 

  
 

Language scaffolds to support discussions 
Support with understanding of consequences 
of actions  
Visual timeline to support chronological 
understanding 
Visuals to support with comparisons  
Practical resources to support understanding 
and observations.  
Ensure the two comparisons are contrasting 
to support understanding 
Word banks to support with technical 
vocabulary 
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Influence 
 

To have an effect on the 
behaviour of someone else 

 

 

Use familiar books and characters to support 
understanding of the past Visuals to support 
comparisons 
Language scaffolds to support discussions Support 
with understanding of consequences of actions 
Visual timeline to support chronological 
understanding 
When comparing, ensuring resources contrast 
clearly to support   
Scaffold language to give reasons   
Word banks to support with technical vocabulary 
Use real-time examples to support understanding 
of concepts   

Power & Rule 
 

The ability to direct, 
rule or make 

decisions for a group 
of people or a country 

 

 
 

Language scaffolds to support discussions  
Support with understanding of consequences of 
actions  
Visual timeline to support chronological 
understanding 
Word banks to support with technical vocabulary 
When comparing, ensuring resources contrast clearly 
to support   
 

Significant People 
 

Great or important 
people 

 

When comparing, ensuring resources 
contrast clearly to support   
Scaffold language to give reasons   
Word banks to support with technical 
vocabulary Use real-time examples to 
support understanding of concepts   
 

Significant Events 
 

Great or important event 
 

 
 

When comparing, ensuring resources contrast 
clearly to support   
Scaffold language to give reasons   
Word banks to support with technical vocabulary 
Use real-time examples to support understanding 
of concepts   

    


