
Autumn 1 Spring Summer 
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  Geography Non-negotiable Knowledge & Skill Progression 

Geography Key Skills: describe, explain, compare, name, plot, locate, analyse, observe, read, measure 

 N1 N2 Rec Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 End Point 

NC/EYFS 
Objective 

• Explore natural materials, 
indoors and outside. 

• Explore and respond to different 
natural phenomena in their 
setting and on trips.  

• (Understand simple questions 
about ‘who’, ‘what’ and 
‘where’ (but generally not 

‘why’) 
(Recognise and point to objects if 
asked about them) 

• Know that there are 
different countries in the 

world and talk about the 
differences they have 
experienced or seen in 
photos 

• Talk about what they see, 
using a wide vocabulary 

• Continue developing 

positive attitudes about 
the differences between 
people 

• (Use a wider range of 
vocabulary) 

• (Understand ‘why’ 

questions, like: “Why do 
you think the caterpillar 
got so fat?”) 

• Comments and asks questions 
about aspects of their familiar 

world such as the place where 
they live or the natural world 

• Recognise some environments 
that are different to the one in 
which they live 

• Talk about the lives of the 

people around them and their 
roles in society ELG 

• (Learn new vocabulary) 

• (Make comments about what 
they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding ELG) 

• Identify the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world 

in relation to the Equator 
and the North and South 
Poles (Revisited in the 
context of humans)   

• use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to: key 
human features, including: 
city, town, village, factory, 
farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop  
 

• understand geographical 
similarities and 

differences through 
studying the human and 
physical geography of a 
small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small 
area in a contrasting non-
European country 
(Kenya, Australia) 

• name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom 

• describe and understand key 

aspects of: human geography, 

including: types of settlement 

and land use.  

 

• describe and understand 

key aspects of: human 

geography, including: 

economic activity including 

trade links, and the 

distribution of natural 

resources including energy, 

food, minerals and water  

• describe and understand 

key aspects of: human 

geography, including: types 

of settlement and land use.  

 

• understand geographical 
similarities and 
differences through the 
study of human and 
physical geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom   

• understand geographical 
similarities and 
differences through the 
study of human and 
physical geography of a 
region in a European 
country   
 

• describe and 

understand key 

aspects of: human 

geography, including: 

economic activity 

including trade links, 

and the distribution 

of natural resources 

including energy, 

food, minerals and 

water  

• understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a region 
in a North & South 
American country  

• human geography: 
the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water. 
 

   To be able to 
explain the term 
‘Settlement’ and 

give some examples 
of local settlement. 
Know some reasons 
why people choose 

to settle where they 
do and how 

settlements have 
changed over time. 

 

To be able to 
explain the term 
‘Interconnection’ 

and give some 
examples of places 

that the UK is 
connected with. 

Explain the benefits 
of being a 

connected world as 
well as the negative 

consequences. 
 

Theme/Term 

Ongoing each term Ongoing each term Ongoing each term 

Our Local Area Kenya The United Kingdom 

Where Our Food 
Comes From & Land 

Use 
Eastern Europe 

The Amazing 
Americas 

Rainforests & Climate 
Zones 

 
 

Our Country 
What is it like to 
live by the Coast? 

Somewhere to Settle 
Natural Resources & 

Marvellous Maps 
Trade and 
Economics 

Key Concept • Talk about what they can 
see in their classroom and 
school 

• Show an interest in the 
environment and setting 
around them 

• Begin to use marks to 
represent home e.g. 
drawing simple 
representations of their 
own house 

• Name some of the features 
they can see and talk about 
them with a wider 
vocabulary 

•  

• Name some of the 
features they can see 
and talk about them 
with a wider 
vocabulary 

• Know that they live in 
a country 

• Describe things that 
they see which are 
similar and different 
about a range of 
communities (from 
pictures, books, 
videos, trips etc) 

• Use the word ‘country’ 
in a sentence correctly 

 

•  

• Know and name where 
they live (town or village) 

• Describe what a home is 

• Name some features of the 
local community 

• Talk about the people in 
their local community and 
what they do 

• Recognise some similarities 
and differences between 
life in this country and life 
in other countries 

• Explain why some features 
of the local community are 
important (e.g. road signs, 
street lights, crossings, 
schools, shops, playground) 

• Compare their community 
to other places they are 
familiar with 

• Name some other 
countries where people 
live 

• Know that there are 
different countries 
around the world and 
people live in those 
countries 

• Name some features 
that people need in 
order to settle (shop, 
school, houses etc) 

• Know that fewer 
people live in really hot 
or really cold places 

• Know that homes come 
in different types 

• Know that human 
features are made by 
people, not nature 

• Locate significant 
human features in the 
local area (city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop) 

• Explain what it may be 
like to live in hot or 
cold countries  

• Know that human 
features are made by 
people, not nature 

• Locate significant 
human features in 
the local area (city, 
town, village, 
factory, farm, house, 
office, port, harbour 
and shop) 

• Describe the 
similarities & 
differences that can 
be found between 
countries by 
observing pictures 
and maps 

• Explain why human 
features are 
important and how 
they help us in our 
day to day lives 

• Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between 
life in this country 
and life in other 
countries 

• Compare the physical 
and human 
geographical features 
of their own locality 
and another country 
(tourism, cliffs, 
beaches, mountains, 
lakes, oceans, 
population, climate) 

• Know that a National 
park is a protected 
area of land 
 

• Explain the terms urban 
and rural 

• Explain what the term 
settlement means 

• Describe features of a 
village and town 
settlement 

• Explain why certain 
human features are 
needed in a village & 
town settlement 

• Explain what a significant 
place is to them and why 

• Name some similarities 
and differences between 
the UK and other 
countries studied, using 
their geographical 
vocabulary 

• Know that villages, towns 
and cities are types of 
settlements 

• Explain the difference 
between a village, town 
and a city 
 

• Use the terms urban and 
rural to describe different 
places 

• Name some different types 
of land use 

• Name some food that comes 
from other countries 

• Begin to understand the 
concept of trade  

• Know that rural areas are 
less populated than urban 
areas 

• Know that a National Park 
and World Heritage Sites 
are s a protected area of 
land (Amazon) 

• Begin to understand the 
role we have in protecting 
the environment 
 

• Develop an understanding 
of the wider world and 
their place within it 

• Explain the term 
interconnection 

• Explain some of the 
negative effects of 
interconnection (global 
warming, nuclear 
disasters) 

• Compare what life is like 
in the UK compared to 
other countries studied 

• Understand the 
significance of the Earth’s 
natural resources & how 
they help humans 

• Know that settlements 
can be diverse places full 
of diverse people 

 

 

• Know that places and 
trade have changed 
over time 

• Know some of the 
consequences of an 
interconnected world 
for people & places 

• Compare & analyse 
the similarities and 
differences between 
the UK and other 
countries studied 

• Understand that 
humans use the 
Earth’s resources to 
make money & that 
this can have positive 
& negative impacts 

• Explain how 
settlements can 
affect trade and the 
economy 
 

Interconnection 

& Place 
 

How we are 
connected to each 
other and the rest 

of the world 
through 

environmental 
activity or human 

activity 

 



Autumn 1 Spring Summer 

      NB: In N1, N2 & Rec, Communication & Language objectives have been included in (italic brackets)  
  
 

NC/EYFS 
Objective 

• Explore natural materials, 
indoors and outside 

• Explore and respond to 
different natural 
phenomena in their setting 
and on trips.  

• (Understand simple 
questions about ‘who’, 
‘what’ and ‘where’ (but 
generally not ‘why’) 

(Recognise and point to objects if 
asked about them) 

• Know that there are 
different countries in 
the world and talk 
about the differences 
they have experienced 
or seen in photos 

• Talk about what they 
see, using a wide 
vocabulary 

• Continue developing 
positive attitudes 
about the differences 
between people 

• (Use a wider range of 
vocabulary) 

• (Understand ‘why’ 
questions, like: “Why 
do you think the 
caterpillar got so 
fat?”) 

• Discuss routes and 
locations, using words 
like ‘in front of’ and 
‘behind’ Maths) 

• Recognise some 
environments that are 
different to the one in 
which they live 

• Recognise some similarities 
and differences between 
life in this country and life 
in other countries 

• Explain some similarities 
and differences between 
life in this country and life 
in other countries, drawing 
on knowledge from stories, 
non-fiction texts and 
(when appropriate) maps 
(ELG) 

• (Describe their immediate 
environment using 
knowledge from 
observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts 
and maps) (ELG) 

 

•  

• name, locate and 
identify characteristics 
of the four countries 
and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas 

• Identify the location of 
hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to 
the Equator and the 
North and South Poles (  

• use world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify 
the United Kingdom 
and its countries, as 
well as the countries, 
continents and oceans 
studied at this key 
stage 

• Identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns 
in the United Kingdom 
and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the 
Equator and the North 
and South Poles; 

• Name and locate the 
world’s seven 
continents and five 
oceans 

• Identify the location 
of hot and cold areas 
of the world in 
relation to the 
Equator and the 
North and South Poles  

• use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at this 
key stage 
 

 

• name and locate counties 
and cities of the United 
Kingdom 

• name and locate counties 
and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their 
identifying human and 
physical characteristics, 
key topographical 
features (including and 
land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of 
these aspects have 
changed over time 

• Identify the position and 
significance of, the 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night 
linking to Science 
objectives) 
 

 

• locate the world’s 
countries, using maps to 
focus South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries, 
and major cities  

• name and locate counties 
and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features 
(including and land-use 
patterns; and understand 
how some of these aspects 
have changed over time 

• Identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle 
 
 

• locate the world’s 
countries, using maps to 
focus on Europe 
(including the location of 
Russia) , concentrating on 
their environmental 
regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities  

• Identify the position and 
significance of, the 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night 
linking to Science 
objectives) 

• Identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle 

 

• locate the world’s 
countries, using maps 
to focus on North 
America, 
concentrating on 
their environmental 
regions, key physical 
and human 
characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities  

• locate the world’s 
countries, using maps 
to focus South 
America, 
concentrating on 
their environmental 
regions, key physical 
and human 
characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities  

• name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical 
features (including 
rivers & coasts 

To be able to 
explain the term 

‘Location’ and give 
some examples of 

key locations within 
the UK. Name the 
continents of the 
world and some 
countries within 
them as well as 
other significant 

geographical 
locations around 

the world. 

 

Theme/Term 

Ongoing each term Ongoing each term Ongoing each term 

Wonderful Weather 
Mapping, Oceans 

& Continents 
The United Kingdom 

Where Our Food 
Comes From & Land 

Use 

Magnificent 
Mountains 

Raging Rivers 

Our Country 

Kenya Rainforests & Climate 
Zones 

Eastern Europe 
The Amazing 

Americas 

What is it like to 
live by the Coast? 

Somewhere to Settle 
Natural Resources & 

Marvellous Maps 

Trade and 
Economics 

Key Concept • Can talk about or recognise 
places they visit regularly 
in their local area (e.g. the 
park, shops, hills) 

• Starts to recognise where 
they live (from local walks 
or pictures) 

• Names objects and well-
known places 

• Listens to stories based in 
different locations 

•  

• Name some of the 
features they can see 
and talk about them 
with a wider 
vocabulary 

• Use the word ‘country’ 
in a sentence correctly 

• Know that they live in 
a country 

• Describe their home 
and what’s around it 

• Name the town/village 
that they live in. 

• Recognise a map of the 
United Kingdom 

• Name some features of the 
local community 

• Talk about the people in 
their local community and 
what they do 

• Plot Cumbria/lake District 
on a map 

 
 
 

 

• Know that the UK is a 
country and the world 
is made up of many of 
them 

• Name the 4 countries 
of the UK, their capital 
cities (England – 
London) and 
surrounding seas 

• Locate & plot these on 
a map 

• Name some hot and 
cold parts of the world 

• Locate the Equator, 
North Pole & South 
Poles on a map 

• Explain what it is like 
in hot and cold areas 
of the world 

• Explain what a 
country is 

• Explain what a 
continent is 

• Name, Locate & Plot 
the 7 continents and 
5 main oceans on a 
map 

• Locate and plot 
Kenya on a world 
map 

 

• Explain what a county is 

• Name Cumbria as the 
county that St Bees is in 
and  

• Name Carlisle as the 
county town 

• Name some counties of 
the UK 

• Locate & plot counties 
and their county 
cities/towns on a map 

• Locate the Greenwich 
Meridian on a map 

• Know the part it plays in 
the history of mapping & 
location 
 

  

• Identify and describe 
land use in their own 
locality  

• Locate and plot 
different types of land 
use in areas of the UK 

• Locate different climate 
zones around the 
world on a map 

• Locate the Amazon 
rainforest 
 

• Locate & plot some 
mountain ranges of the 
world 

• Locate & plot mountains 
in the UK 

• Locate the Greenwich 
Meridian on a map 

• Know the part it plays in 
the history of mapping & 
location 

• Plot other countries that 
run through the same 
longitude 

• Locate and plot the 
highest mountain in the 4 
countries of the UK 

• Know that the UK is 
located within Europe 

• Name some countries of 
Europe 

• Name some of the capital 
cities of European 
countries  

• Locate & Plot the 
countries of Europe on a 
map 

• Locate & plot some of the 
major physical features of 
Europe (mountain ranges, 
coastlines, rivers, volcanic 
& earthquake prone spots) 

• Locate & explain the 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle 

• Locate some of the 
major rivers of the 
UK and world 

• Name some countries 
of South America 

• Locate & plot some 
of the major physical 
features of South 
America (mountain 
ranges, coastlines, 
rivers, rainforests) 

• Name countries that 
make up North 
America 

• Locate & plot some 
of the major physical 
features of North 
America (mountain 
ranges, coastlines, 
deserts, rivers) 

 

Location  
 

A particular place 
or position  

 

 

NC/EYFS 
Objective 

• Explore natural materials, 
indoors and outside 

• Explore and respond to 
different natural 
phenomena in their setting 
and on trips.  

• Know that there are 
different countries in 
the world and talk 
about the differences 
they have experienced 
or seen in photos 

• Recognise some 
environments that are 
different to the one in 
which they live 

• Recognise some similarities 
and differences between 

• Identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns 
in the United Kingdom 
and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the 

• use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key physical features, 
including: beach, 
cliff, coast, forest, 

• describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography, including: 
volcanoes & earthquakes  

• use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 

• describe and understand 
key aspects of: physical 
geography, including:, 
rivers & the water cycle  

• use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 

• describe and understand 
key aspects of: mountains  

• use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping to locate 

• describe and 
understand key 
aspects of: physical 
geography, 
including:, rivers & 
the water cycle  

To be able to 
explain the 

term ‘Physical 
Geography’ 

and give some 
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• (Understand simple 
questions about ‘who’, 
‘what’ and ‘where’ (but 
generally not ‘why’) 

• (Recognise and point to 
objects if asked about 
them) 

• Talk about what they 
see, using a wide 
vocabulary 

• Continue developing 
positive attitudes 
about the differences 
between people 

• (Use a wider range of 
vocabulary) 

• (Understand ‘why’ 
questions, like: “Why 
do you think the 
caterpillar got so 
fat?”) 

• Discuss routes and 

locations, using words 

like ‘in front of’ and 

‘behind’ Maths) 

life in this country and life 
in other countries 

• Explain some similarities 
and differences between 
life in this country and life 
in other countries, drawing 
on knowledge from stories, 
non-fiction texts and 
(when appropriate) maps 
(ELG) 

• (Describe their immediate 
environment using 
knowledge from 
observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts 
and maps) (ELG) 

 

•  

Equator and the North 
and South Poles;   

• Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and 
weather 

hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, 
valley and vegetation   

• understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of a small 
area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a 
contrasting non-
European country 
(Kenya) 

mapping to locate 
countries and describe 
features studied  

• name and locate 
geographical regions of 
the UK and their 
identifying human and 
physical characteristics, 
key topographical 
features and understand 
how some of these 
aspects have changed 
over time  
 

mapping to locate countries 
and describe features 
studied  

• describe and understand 
key aspects of: physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes & 
vegetation belts  
 

countries and describe 
features studied 

• locate the world’s 
countries, using maps to 
focus on Europe 
(including the location of 
Russia) , concentrating on 
their environmental 
regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities  
 

• use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied  
 

examples of 
the Earth’s 

features. Know 
that many 
physical 

features exert 
power which 

can have 
positive and 

negative 
effects on the 

planet and 
humans. 

 
To be able to 
explain the 

term 
‘Environment’ 
and explain 
what can be 

done to 
protect it. 
Know that 

human 
behaviour can 

have a 
negative 

impact on the 
environment, 

but this can be 
reversed 
through 

changing our 
lifestyles.. 

Theme/Term 

Ongoing each term Ongoing each term Ongoing each term 

Wonderful Weather 

Kenya 

Extreme Earth 
Where Our Food 

Comes From & Land 
Use 

Magnificent 
Mountains 

Raging Rivers 

Our Local Area The United Kingdom 
Rainforests & Climate 

Zones 
Eastern Europe 

The Amazing 
Americas 

Our Country 
What is it like to 
live by the coast? 

Somewhere to Settle Water & Map Skills 

Key Concept • Can talk about or recognise 
places they visit regularly in 

their local area (e.g. the park, 
shops, hills) 

• Starts to recognise where they 
live (from local walks or 
pictures) 

• Names objects and well-known 

places 

• Listens to stories based in 
different locations 

•  

• Name some of the features 
they can see and talk 

about them with a wider 
vocabulary 

• Use the word ‘country’ in a 
sentence correctly 

• Know that they live in a 
country 

• Describe their home and 
what’s around it 

• Name the town/village that 
they live in. 

• Recognise a map of the United 
Kingdom 

• Name some features of the 
local community 

• Talk about the people in their 

local community and what they 
do 

 
 
 

 

• Describe different 
types of weather in the 
UK. 

• Name the 4 seasons 

• Know that the weather 
cannot be controlled 

• Name & describe some 
geographical physical 
features that are 
commonly found in the 
UK (beach, cliff, forest, 
hill, mountain, soil, 
valley) 

• Know that physical 
features are made 
naturally, not by 
humans 

• Explain why the 
weather can be 
different (link to 
seasons Sci) 

• Explain some of the 
good and bad effects of 
weather 

• Know that the North & 
South Pole are getting 
hotter 

• Name & describe some 
geographical physical 
features that are not 
commonly found in the 
UK (desert, rainforest, 
biome, tundra, 
vegetation, savannah) 

 

• Know that physical 
features are made 
naturally, not by 
humans 

• Name & describe 
some natural 
geographical physical 
features that are not 
commonly found in 
the UK (desert, 
rainforest, biome, 
tundra, vegetation, 
savannah) 

• Name and describe 
some physical 
features in Australia 
and Kenya 

• Locate where some 
physical features, not 
found in the UK, are 
found elsewhere in 
the world 

• Know that a National 
park is a protected 
area of land 

• Plot Cumbria/lake 
District national park 
on a map 

 

• Describe what a volcano 
is 

• Describe what an 
earthquake is 

• Describe what a tsunami 
is 

• Describe what a tornado 
is 

• Know that some physical 
features of Earth can be 
destructive 

• Name and locate some 
physical features of the 
UK (e.g. rivers, seas, hills 
& mountain) 

• Name some physical 
features that people 
choose to settle by 

• Use geographical 
vocabulary associated 
with physical features 
accurately e.g.  mantle, 
outer core, inner core, 
magma, volcano, active, 
dormant, extinct, 
earthquake, epicentre, 
shock wave, magnitude, 
tsunami, tornado 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•  

• Plot some well-known 
physical features on a world 
map 

• Explain how physical 
geographical processes 
happen* e.g. water cycle 

• Describe what the water 
cycle is 

• Describe the main climate 
zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts 

• Describe the term 
environment 

• Know that some physical 
features benefit life as well 
as cause danger 

• Use a wider range of 
geographical & scientific 
vocabulary correctly to 
explain physical processes 
e.g precipitation, cooling, 
filter, pollution,  climate, 
tropics, deforestation, 
evaporation, water cycle, 
evaporation, condensation, 

 

• Identify some key features 
of mountains e.g. an 
outcrop, a ridge the tree 
line and the snow line. 

• Know that mountains were 
formed a long time ago 

• Explain why some 
communities choose to 
live near significant 
physical features (tourism 
& leisure) 

• Describe what the 
difference between a 
mountain and a hill 

• Name the Lake District as 
a National Park and 
describe why this is 
important 

• Describe what can be 
done to protect ourselves 
in the natural 
environment 

• Name, plot & locate some 
well-known physical 
features on a world map 

• Explain how mountains 
are formed 

• Compare physical features 
of Europe with those in 
the local area (e.g. 
climate & landscapes) 

 

• Name features of a 
river course 

• Know a river’s source 
and mouth 

• Describe how humans 
manage physical 
features and reasons 
a for and against this 
e.g dams and tourism 

• Analyse how physical 
features can affect 
people’s lives (e.g 
impact of, floods) 

• Know that some 
physical features 
benefit life as well as 
cause danger 

• Explain how 
waterfalls are formed 

• Analyse the link 
between famous 
physical features and 
tourism 

 

Physical 
Geography & The 

Environment 
 

The natural 
features of Planet 

Earth 

 
The natural world 

and the 
surroundings one 

lives in 

 

NC/EYFS 
Objective 

• Notice differences between 
people. 

• Make connections between 
the features of their family 
and other families. 

• (Understand simple 
questions about ‘who’, 
‘what’ and ‘where’ (but 
generally not ‘why’) 

• (Recognise and point to 
objects if asked about 
them) 

• Explore materials with 
different properties 

• Begin to understand 
the need to respect 
and care for the 
natural environment 
and all living things. 

• Know that there are 
different countries in 
the world and talk 
about the differences 
they have experienced 
or seen in photos 

• Talk about what they 
see, using a wide 
vocabulary 

• Continue developing 
positive attitudes 

• Comments and asks 
questions about aspects of 
their familiar world such as 
the place where they live 
or the natural world 

• Describe what they see, 
hear and feel whilst 
outside. 

• Describe their immediate 
environment using 
knowledge from 
observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts 
and maps (ELG) 

• Explain some similarities 

and differences between 

life in this country and life 

• use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to: 
key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop   

• Identify the location of 
hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to 
the Equator and the 
North and South Poles   
 

• use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, 
farm, house, office, 
port, harbour and 
shop 

• understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of a small 
area of the United 

• describe and understand 

key aspects of: human 

geography, including: 

economic activity 

including trade links, and 

the distribution of 

natural resources 

including energy, food, 

minerals and water  

• describe and understand 

key aspects of: human 

geography, including: 

types of settlement and 

land use.  

• describe and understand 

key aspects of: human 

geography, including: 

economic activity including 

trade links, and the 

distribution of natural 

resources including energy, 

food, minerals and water  

• describe and understand 

key aspects of: human 

geography, including: types 

of settlement and land use.  

 
 

 

describe and understand 
key aspects of: human 
geography, including: 
economic activity 
(tourism) including trade 
links, and the distribution 
of natural resources 
including energy, 

• locate the world’s 
countries, using maps to 
focus on Europe 
(including the location of 
Russia) , concentrating on 
their environmental 
regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, 

• describe and 

understand key 

aspects of: human 

geography, including: 

economic activity 

(tourism) including 

trade links, and the 

distribution of 

natural resources 

including energy, 

food, minerals and 

water  
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about the differences 
between people 

• (Use a wider range of 
vocabulary) 

• (Understand ‘why’ 
questions, like: “Why 
do you think the 
caterpillar got so 
fat?”) 

• Discuss routes and 

locations, using words 

like ‘in front of’ and 

‘behind’ Maths) 

in other countries, drawing 

on knowledge from stories, 

non-fiction texts and 

(when appropriate) maps 

(ELG) 

Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a 
contrasting non-
European country 
(Kenya) 

 
 

 

countries, and major 
cities  
 

Theme/Term 

Ongoing each term Ongoing each term Ongoing each term 

Our Local Area 

Mapping, Oceans 
& Continents 

Extreme Earth 
Where Our Food 

Comes From & Land 
Use 

Magnificent 
Mountains 

Raging Rivers 

Kenya 

Somewhere to Settle 

Rainforests & Climate 
Zones 

Eastern Europe 

Trade and 
Economics 

Our Country 
What is it like to 
live by the coast? 

Water & Map Skills 

Natural Resources & 
Marvellous Maps 

Key Concept • Can talk about or recognise 
places they visit regularly 
in their local area (e.g. the 
park, shops, school) 

• Starts to recognise where 
they live (from local walks 
or pictures) 

• Names objects and well-
known places 

• Explore and interact with 
man-made objects 

• Begin to use marks to 
represent home e.g. 
drawing simple 
representations of their 
own house 

 

•  

• Name some of the 
human features they 
can see and talk about 
them with a wider 
vocabulary 

• Engages with 
information books and 
IT to find information 
linked to geographical 
themes they are 
interested in 

• Describe some ways 
that we can protect 
the planet 

• Can name some less 
familiar physical 
features from images 
of around the world 

• Begin to understand 
the difference between 
man-made and natural 
objects 
 

• Locate & talk about human 
features of their local area 

• Talk about and describe 
things that are natural and 
those that are man-made 
within their local area 

• Use some geographical 
vocabulary when talking 
about places, the world 
and the environment 

• Expresses views about how 
to look after our planet 
and local environment 

• Contributes to school led 
projects in the local 
area/school grounds 

 

• Name & describe some 
geographical human 
features that are 
commonly found in the 
UK (shop, house, road, 
church, school, farm) 

• Name some features 
that people need in 
order to settle (shop, 
school, houses etc) 

• Know that homes come 
in different types 

• Locate significant 
human features in the 
local area (city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop) 

• Name & describe some 
geographical human 
features that are 
commonly found in the 
UK  

• Know that human 
features are made by 
people, not nature 

 
 
 

• Know that human 
features are made by 
people, not nature 

• Locate significant 
human features in 
the local area (city, 
town, village, 
factory, farm, house, 
office, port, harbour 
and shop) 

• Explain why human 
features are 
important and how 
they help us in our 
day to day lives 

• Know that countries 
& communities 
around the world 
have similarities and 
differences to their 
own. 

• Describe the 
similarities & 
differences that can 
be found between 
countries by 
observing pictures 
and maps 

• Compare the physical 
and human 
geographical features 
of their own locality 
and another country 
(tourism, cliffs, 
beaches, mountains, 
lakes, oceans, 
population, climate) 

 
 

• Explain the terms urban 
and rural 

• Explain what the term 
settlement means 

• Describe features of a 
village and town 
settlement 

• Explain why certain 
human features are 
needed in a village & 
town settlement 

• Describe some different 
types of settlement 

• Explain why people 
choose to settle where 
they do 

• Explain the difference 
between a village, town 
and a city 

• Know that villages, towns 
and cities are types of 
settlements 

• Use the terms urban and 
rural to describe 
different places 

• Use geographical 
vocabulary associated 
with human features 
accurately e.g.   
settlement, settler, site, 
need, shelter, food. 

• Analyse how physical 
features can affect 
people’s lives (e.g impact 
of volcanic eruptions, 
floods, avalanches) 

• Describe what can be 
done to protect ourselves 
from extreme 
geographical events 
 

 

• Name some of the main 
natural resources that 
humans rely on: main crop 
growth, wealth, water etc 

• Name some different types 
of land use 

• Begin to understand the 
concept of trade 

• Explain the term population 

• Describe some human 
processes that help 
populations (e.g. flood 
management, water 
treatment) 

• Describe how humans use 
the land to survive (food, 
jobs etc) 

• Begin to understand how 
human habits can negatively 
impact the planet  

• Explain the term ‘trade’ 

• Analyse how physical 
features can affect people’s 
lives (e.g impact of, floods, 
jobs) 

• Analyse the impact of 
human behaviour on the 
planet e.g. deforestation & 
global warming 
 
 

• Explain some of the 
negative effects of 
interconnection (global 
warming) 

• Understand the 
significance of the Earth’s 
natural resources & how 
they help humans 

• Begin to understand the 
concept of tourism 

• Describe why non-
renewable energy sources 
are bad for the 
environment 

• Explain what will happen 
if we don’t switch to 
renewable energy sources 

• Analyse the impact of 
different energy sources 
on the environment 

• Locate the main sources 
of energy (natural gas, oil, 
coal, wind power) around 
the world* 

• Name some renewable 
and non-renewable 
sources of energy* 

• Understand the concept of 
tourism and ist 
significance 

• Compare human features 
of Europe with those in 
the local area (e.g. 
population, language, 
religions) 
 

 

 

• Analyse the link 
between famous 
physical features and 
tourism 

• To understand the 
term trade, import & 
export 

• Understand that 
humans use the 
Earth’s resources to 
make money & that 
this can have positive 
& negative impacts 

• Describe which 
natural resources are 
traded around the 
world 

• Analyse if trade is 
fair around the world 
for all countries 

• Explain what the 
Fairtrade Foundation 
does & how it helps 
communities 

• Explain how 
settlements can 
affect trade and the 
economy 

• Locate the main 
countries that the UK 
exports to and 
imports from 

 

 

 

 

 

Human 
 Geography & The 

Environment 
 

How humans 
affect or are 
influenced by 

Earth 

 
The natural world 

and the 
surroundings one 

lives in 

 

NC/EYFS 
Objective 

• Explore natural materials, 
indoors and outside. 

• Explore and respond to 
different natural 
phenomena in their setting 
and on trips (Understand 
simple questions about 
‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ 
(but generally not ‘why’) 

• (Recognise and point to 
objects if asked about 
them) 

•  

• Begin to understand 
the need to respect 
and care for the 
natural environment 
and all living things. 

• Describe a familiar 
route (maths) 

• Discuss routes and 
locations using words 
like ‘in front of’ and 
‘behind’ (maths) 

• Talk about what they 
see, using a wide 
vocabulary 

• (Understand ‘why’ 
questions, like: “Why 
do you think the 
caterpillar got so 
fat?”) 

•  

• Draw information from a 
simple map 

• Recognise some 
environments that are 
different to the one in 
which they live 

• Explore the natural world 
around them, making 
observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and 
plants (ELG) 

• Explain some similarities 
and differences between 
life in this country and 
life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge 
from stories, non-fiction 
texts and (when 
appropriate) maps (ELG) 

• Describe their immediate 
environment using 

• Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and oceans 
studied at this key 
stage 

• Use aerial photographs 
and plan perspectives 
to recognise landmarks 
and basic human and 
physical features 
devise a simple map; 
and use and construct 
basic symbols in a key 

• Use simple compass 
directions (North, 
South, East and West) 
and locational and 

• Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at this 
key stage 

• Use aerial 
photographs and plan 
perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human and 
physical features 
devise a simple map; 
and use and construct 
basic symbols in a key 

• Use simple compass 
directions (North, 
South, East and West) 

• use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six 
figure grid references, 
symbols and key 
(including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) 
to build their knowledge 
of the United Kingdom 
and the wider world  

• use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and 
present the human and 
physical features in the 
local area using a range 
of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital 
technologies.  

• use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping to locate 

• use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries 
and describe features 
studied 

• use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and 
present the human and 
physical features in the 
local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 

• use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six figure 
grid references, symbols 
and key (including the use 
of Ordnance Survey maps) 
to build their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom and the 
wider world  

• use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and 
present the human and 
physical features in the 
local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, 
and digital technologies. 

• use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and describe 
features studied 

• use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six 
figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the 

• use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present 
the human and 
physical features in 
the local area using a 
range of methods, 
including sketch 
maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

• use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied 

To be able to 
explain the term 

’fieldwork’ and give 
some examples of 
how this can be 

carried out. Explain 
what geography 

fieldwork can tell us 
about our planet. 

Be able to use 
compass points 

and/or grid 
references on a 

map. 
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knowledge from 
observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts 
and maps (ELG) 

directional language 
[for example, near and 
far; left and right], to 
describe the location of 
features and routes on 
a map 

and locational and 
directional language 
[for example, near 
and far; left and 
right], to describe 
the location of 
features and routes 
on a map 

countries and describe 
features studied  

 

 
 

United Kingdom and the 
wider world  
 

Theme/Term 

Ongoing each term Ongoing each term Ongoing each term 

Wonderful Weather 

Mapping, Oceans 
& Continents The United Kingdom 

Where Our Food 
Comes From & Land 

Use 

Magnificent 
Mountains 

Raging Rivers Kenya 

Our Local Area 
What is it like to 
live by the coast? 

Somewhere to Settle Water & Map Skills 
Natural Resources & 

Marvellous Maps 

Key Concept • Start to follow a simple 
one-part instruction which 
includes positional language 

• Explore maps, atlases and 
globes 

• Talk about what they can 
see in their classroom and 
school 

• Show an interest in the 
environment and setting 
around them 

• Begin to use marks to 
represent home e.g. 
drawing simple 
representations of their 
own house 

•  

• Name some of the 
features they can see 
and talk about them 
with a wider 
vocabulary 

• Know that they live in 
a country 

• Describe things that 
they see which are 
similar and different 
about a range of 
communities (from 
pictures, books, 
videos, trips etc) 

• Name an increasing 
number of physical 
features in their local 
environment 

• Use a range of 
geographical fieldwork 
objects when playing 
e.g. maps, compass, 
magnifying glass, 
measuring devices 

• Engages with 
information books and 
IT to find information 
linked to geographical 
themes they are 
interested in 

• Recognise what a map is 
and make simple 
observations about it (local 
walk & school grounds) 

• Read a simple map on a 
school walk 

• Describe and talk about 
simple, regular routes such 
as their journey to school 

• Follow instructions and 
directional language 

• Use a range of 
geographical fieldwork 
objects when playing e.g. 
maps, compass, magnifying 
glass, measuring devices 

 
 
 
 

•  

• Describe a familiar 
setting (the village) 

• Plot (Teacher models) 
& follow a route around 
a familiar setting (the 
village) 

• Observe various 
photographs and plans 
as a source for learning 
about human and 
physical features 

• Know the 4 points on a 
compass: north, south, 
east and west 

• Observe and measure 
what can be seen in a 
familiar setting (the 
weather) 

• Design & plot symbols 
on a map to represent 
key features of the 
school 
 

• Read and follow 
compass directions (4 
points) around the 
school 

• Observe and measure 
what can be seen in a 
familiar setting (the 
school grounds e.g. 
visitors to the beach) 

• Use ariel images to 
learn about an area 

• Know what an atlas is 
and use one 
appropriately 

• Locate the 
similarities & 
differences that can 
be found between 2 
countries by 
observing pictures 
and maps 

• Plot routes around 
the school to follow 

 

 

• Read the 8 points of a 
compass and follow to 
travel in the correct 
direction 

• Use satellite images of 
the local area and link to 
maps same areas and 
compare 

• Interpret the Ordnance 
Survey map symbols and 
use a key to find 
landmarks of the local 
area 

 

• Research food sources in 
the local area 

• Interpret measures to 
support findings about other 
countries e.g. flood data 
readings, population data  

• Interpret a map of the local 
area, using 4 fig grid 
references to locate 
significant landmarks 

• Read 6 figure grid 
references on an ordnance 
survey map  
 
 

• Use atlas indexes to find 
key features 

• Use an ordnance survey 
map to navigate  

• Read 6 figure grid 
references on an ordnance 
survey map  

• Observe & record the 
human and physical 
features of the local area 

 

 

 
 

• Know the importance 
and value of 
geography fieldwork 

• Read and analyse 
statistics to find out 
about our world 

• Plot Ordnance Survey 
symbols on a map 
using the 6 figure 
grid reference in 
relation to the local 
area 

• Interpret a map in 
order to 
navigate/lead a walk 
around the local area 
 

Fieldwork 
 

Doing Geography 
outside the 

classroom & map 
work 

SEND Provision 
Suggested strategies to support children with SEND or any child who may be struggling to achieve the non-negotiable steps for each concept 

Interconnection 

& Place 
 

How we are connected to each 
other and the rest of the world 
through environmental activity 

or human activity 

 
 

 

Ensure visual supports to enable clear comparisons 
Scaffolds to support with maps  
Word bank to support with technical vocabulary 
Practical maps to support – jigsaws, whiteboards, 
dry wipe maps etc.  
 

Location  
 

A particular place or 
position  

 

 
 
 

Ensure visual supports to enable clear comparisons 
Scaffolds to support with maps  
Word bank to support with technical vocabulary 
Practical maps to support – jigsaws, whiteboards, dry 
wipe maps etc.  
Practical resources to support understanding  
Use outside area appropriately – to support pupils 
Photos to support  
 

Human 
 Geography  

 
How humans affect or 

are influenced by Earth 
 

 

Photos and videos to support understanding 
of differences   
Checklist to support understanding of 
similarities and difference   
Visuals and word banks to support technical 
vocabulary   
Class trips to support understanding of 
settlements and communities 

Physical Geography 
 

The natural features of 
Planet Earth 

 

Photos and videos to support understanding of 
differences   
Checklist to support understanding of similarities 
and difference   
Visuals and word banks to support technical 
vocabulary   
Class trips to support understanding of physical 
features being studied e.g. river walk 

The Environment 
 

The natural world and 
the surroundings one 

lives in 

 

Ensure visual supports to enable clear comparisons 
Scaffolds to support with maps  
Word bank to support with technical vocabulary 
Practical maps to support – jigsaws, whiteboards, dry 
wipe maps etc.  

 

Fieldwork 
 

‘Doing’ Geography 
outside the classroom 

 

 

Ensure visual supports to enable clear 
comparisons   
Scaffolds to support with maps   
Word bank to support with technical 
vocabulary   
Practical maps to support – jigsaws, 
whiteboards, dry wipe maps etc.  
Consider print in Atlas  
Consider use of recordings to follow 
routes/find locations (Talking tins)   
Use of Natural Reader to follow written 
instruction 
Videos to support with route planning 
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